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Read Ephesians 4:1-16 
 
I fully recognize the words you are about to read have the strong possibility of not sitting well 
with you.  The fact that they have the power of soliciting a negative response would suggest 
how far we have moved from a biblical view of the local church. 
 
Because the local church is the body of Christ, it is potentially impossible to put too great a 
significance on her importance and role for the Christian.  The individual Christian is a part of 
the Body global, but it is the church gathered where the presence of God uniquely shows itself.   
 
Much like the shekinah glory in the Old Testament, so also is the gathered church in the New 
Testament.  As God showed Himself above the mercy seat on the Day of Atonement, so has He 
shown Himself at the cross and in the resultant formation of the body called “the church.”  
What He once did privately and annually, He now does publicly and daily (if so desired). 
 
It is from this organism that He now works His redemptive will.  Missions, as we have known it 
for the last 150 years, must return to its biblical roots in, through, and for the local church.  May 
God shake us from our individualism and once more show us what a biblical community 
identified by distinct geographical locations, structure, and mission looks like through which 
He perpetuates His global conquest.  May His glory continue to radiate in and through His 
church now and forever more, Amen. 

 


